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abroad, and we are engaged in a major
effort here at home to protect our citi-
zens. We are asking our citizens for
sacrifice; we are asking our citizens to
pull together.

Tomorrow, we will have an economic
stimulus package from the House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means on a par-
tisan basis which hands out $25 billion
to the largest corporations in this
country and will take away $5 billion a
year from our State governments at a
time when they need it most.

Mr. Speaker, the majority should be
embarrassed by this legislation that is
coming to the House floor tomorrow.
These major American companies in
energy areas, in automobiles, they
should be embarrassed by this $25 bil-
lion handout. We should turn our back
on it and develop a real economic stim-
ulus package for the people of this
country.

f

AIRLINE SECURITY LEGISLATION
NEEDED

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BROWN of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. INSLEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, this is day
42 after the attack of September 11,
and still this Chamber has not had one
single solitary itty-bitty vote to do a
darn thing about airline safety. It is in-
credible to me that tomorrow we will
be voting on these giant handouts, cor-
porate tax breaks; and we have done
absolutely nothing, Mr. Speaker, for
the traveling public of this country to
make airlines safer.

Let me tell you why I feel so strongly
about this. Thursday I was flying up to
New York, and the fellow next to me
was going through security. And we
have got National Guardsmen standing
there, and they are doing the great
duty standing there. And our screeners
are I think trying to do a little better
job.

The guy next to me had a nail clip-
per, and the screening people said,
‘‘Sir, you can’t have that.’’ They took
the nail clipper and ripped off the little
pointed deal to take the nail clipper
away from him.

That is great, that we are taking nail
clippers away from people. But they
did not do anything about the guy’s
bag that he checked in that could have
had 40 pounds of C–4 high explosives in
it, that went right into the belly of the
airplane I was getting on, with another
150 people getting on, who thought,
who thought the bags are checked for
explosives in this country.

In fact, they are not, because, Mr.
Speaker, the sad fact is that 90 percent
probably-plus of the bags that go into
our airplanes go straight into the belly
of the airplane, and they are not
checked for anything. They could have
dynamite, they could have nitrates,
they could have C–4, they could have
gasoline, and they are not checked
about that. Do you know what the

House has done about that for the last
40 days is zip.

I have to tell you, Mr. Speaker, I am
very frustrated by the majority’s re-
fusal to bring up a vote in this Cham-
ber to do anything about airline safety
when this incredible risk is being faced
by the traveling public.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER).

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I thank the gentleman for yielding and
want to thank him and the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD) for ris-
ing also on this.

It is just unbelievable to our con-
stituents when we go home and they
ask about airport safety to tell them
that we have done nothing; that the
committee has completed its work, leg-
islation is prepared to go, the Senate
has passed the bill, and on the House
floor we have done nothing.

It is even more unbelievable to them
when they read one of the reasons the
House has not taken action is that you
have the leadership in the Republican
Party now telling lobbyists that if they
do not come and lobby against this leg-
islation, they will not help them out in
other pieces of legislation, they will
not help them out on things that mat-
ter to them.

So what we have now is we have this
lobbying game, or fund-raising game,
or favors game being played in this
Chamber, in this House, against the
safety of the American people. It is an
outrage to the American people, be-
cause the gentleman is so right.

Today I walked all over San Fran-
cisco airport. I saw the entire airport.
I was in the line so I could get through
the machines to clear your carry-on
luggage. All that was was the appear-
ance of safety. It was not safety, as the
gentleman points out, because we still
have not gotten to the point where we
have the kinds of technology, the ma-
chines, the security, the training, the
people in place.

So the gentleman is absolutely right.
The leadership of this House on the Re-
publican-side of the aisle absolutely
ought to be ashamed. They are break-
ing faith with the American people on
getting this legislation to the floor so
that we can get on with it. And it is
harming our communities, because the
American people are not flying unless
they absolutely have to. That is hurt-
ing the economies in Florida, Texas,
Arizona, California, and the State of
Washington and New York and all
points in between, because the Amer-
ican people are still nervous. And they
ought to be nervous, because this Con-
gress has not addressed this issue.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, let me tell you, I rep-
resent Boeing Company. We make the
airplanes. If the airlines do not have
passengers, we do not sell airplanes.
The majority party is bringing up a
stimulus package tomorrow that basi-
cally is a tax bill out for some cor-
porate interests, which is okay. That is
a legitimate issue at least to vote on.

But the fact of the matter is you could
do the biggest stimulus package in this
known universe; and if they take down
a couple more of our airplanes, the U.S.
economy is going in the tank. Boeing is
going to have major problems; I will
tell you that.

This is an economic and safety issue.
To me, it is just absolutely stunning,
when we would pass this bill, airline se-
curity, that passed 100 to zip in the
Senate; and it would pass with over-
whelming bipartisan support. If we had
a vote on this, Republicans and Demo-
crats would link hands and say we need
some modicum of airline safety. This
would not be a partisan issue. But the
leadership, which wants to hand out
these special goods to special interests,
is blocking a bipartisan majority in
this House to keep planes from being
blown up in the sky. I think it is ridic-
ulous.

We have had some good bipartisan
cooperation, sending a message to the
world that we are united in dealing
with this menace. But when it comes
time to stand up to the special inter-
ests, the majority leadership is not al-
lowing us to do it. And it is wrong; and
we are going to talk on this floor, until
this gets done, every night.

f

AIRLINE SAFETY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, we
are talking about a life and death mat-
ter this evening. And I think the Amer-
ican people, if they knew what is hap-
pening, would be justifiably outraged,
because most people think when they
go to an airport and they check their
luggage, that that luggage is screened
for explosive devices before it is placed
in the belly of that airplane. So they
get on that airplane, sometimes they
allow their families, their children to
get on those airplanes, thinking that it
is safe to fly.

Now, by law, we have to put a dis-
claimer on the packs of cigarettes that
says if you smoke these cigarettes, you
are endangering yourself in certain
ways. I believe if we continue to allow
the current situation to exist, we
should be required to put a disclaimer
on airline tickets that says if you get
on this airplane, you need to know that
it has not been screened, the baggage
has not been screened for explosives,
and this airplane may explode in mid-
air.

Now, I do not want to be overly dra-
matic or I do not want to be an alarm-
ist, but the American people have a
right to accurate, factual information.
They have a right to know that al-
though the Senate has voted 100 to
nothing to move an airline security
bill, this House has refused to even
allow that bill to come to this floor so
that we can debate it and talk about it
and air our differences and have a vote.
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